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BROOME - VANDALISING OF JAPANESE CEMETERY 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.08 pm]:  I informed 
this house on 31 August that I recently attended the wonderful Shinju Matsuri Festival of the Pearl in Broome.  
This festival celebrates the success of the pearling industry in Broome, Western Australia, which has been in 
place since the nineteenth century and has attracted workers from many countries, particularly from Japan.  
Many of these migrants settled in the region, mixed with the local people, married and produced families that are 
still prominent in Broome society to this day.  The Shinju Matsuri Festival is now in its thirty-sixth year and is 
even older than the Basic Treaty of Friendship and Co-operation between Australia and Japan that was signed 
only 30 years ago, in 1976.   
Broome has led the way as a successful multicultural community.  It has a thriving pearling and tourism industry 
and a world-famous creative life that is nurtured by the region’s cultural diversity and fascinating history.  I was 
therefore appalled last week to hear that the Japanese Cemetery in Broome had been vandalised.  The fact that 
this incident occurred during Shinju Matsuri, a festival celebrating the historic and ongoing connection between 
Broome and Japan, is particularly disappointing and distressing.  The Japanese Cemetery is one of the premier 
heritage sites in not only Broome, but also the Kimberley and is a symbol of the strong relationship between 
Australia and Japan.  Its damage during the Shinju Matsuri Festival is, to say the least, very regrettable. 

The Western Australian government will continue to nurture and build on WA’s reputation as a successful 
multicultural society.  Damage to our wonderful cultural heritage through vandalism of this nature is completely 
unacceptable.  On behalf of the Western Australian government, I have written to Mr Hiroyuki Ariyoshi, the 
Japanese Consul-General for Western Australia, to express my sincere regret that this incident has occurred. 
 


